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Reviews 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE ‘‘COLOURED 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE INSECTS 
OF JAPAN,’’ COLEOPTERA 


Edited by THE KINKI COLEOPTERO- 
LOGICAL Socrety. Hoikuaha Co., Ja- 
pan, Feb. 1956. 51 pp., 6 colored 
plates. (In Japanese) 

Additional species are described and 
illustrated in this supplement (see 
Cor BULL, vol. 9, p. 75, 1955 for a 
review of the original book.) There is 
a section at the end of this paper 
bound book on collecting, mounting, 
and identification of beetles. There are 
no new species described—R. H. 
ARNETT, JR. 


REVISION DER MELOIDEN- 
GATTUNG ELETICA LAC 
(COLEOPTERA HETEROMERA) 


By Zouran Kaszas. Ann. du Mus. 
Royal du Congo Belge Tervuren 
(Belgique), Sci. Zool. Vol. 41, 1955, 
168 pp., 97 text figures, 11 plates with 
98 figures. 

This is a catalogue of 4 subgenera, 
32 species, 7 subspecies, and 246 color 
aberrations, of which 2 subgenera, 15 
species and 201 aberrations are de- 
scribed as new. Many of the aberra- 
tions and some of the species were rep- 
resented in Dr. Kaszab’s material by 
only one of two specimens, which 
would suggest that further collecting 
will reveal many additional forms. Il- 
lustrated by figures are the male 
genitalia of 20 species, half tone re- 
productions of the head of 11 species 
and 1 subspecies, and general views of 
24 species and 2 subspecies, frequently 
showing both sexes. Except for two 
Oriental species and one aberration, 
constituting the subgenus Meteletica, 
the group is exclusively central Afri- 
ean. 
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The work takes the form of a de- 
scriptive key, including keys to the 
aberrations, in which the two members 
of each dichotomy do not occur to- 
gether, but are separated by the ma- 
terial pertaining to the groups (sub- 
genera, species, subspecies, and aber- 
rations) coming under the first mem- 
ber of the dichotomy. The reviewer is 
interested in this because it is the form 
of key which he has adopted in most 
of his publications, to the perplexity 
of some of his colleagues. It is a form 
that is more flexible than the type in 
usual use and allows groups to be ar- 
ranged in the key in a natural se- 
quence, at least to the extent that the 
key itself is based on “natural” char- 
acters. Moreover, when descriptions 
follow the key-rather than are included 
in it, it means that the sequence of 
groups both in the key and in the sec- 
tion of descriptions can be nearly or 
frequently completely identical. 


This monograph adds another to the 
long series of publications on Meloidae 
and other Heteromera by its author, 
who is connected with the Hungarian 
Natural History Museum in Budapest. 
It, moreover, is symptomatic of the 
extensive current effort of the Belgian 
government to discover and make 
known the natural products of the Bel- 
gian Congo. 


Finally, Dr. Kaszab’s monograph 
may well be studied by American 
coleopterists as a type of taxonomic 
analysis that has never yet become gen- 
eral on this continent. Can we be sure 
that the deprecative attitude assumed 
in North America towards the descrip- 
tion of color variations is not a meas- 
ure of the immaturity of beetle studies 
in this country? May not the aberra- 
tion studies of the central Europeans, 
with their longer and more intensive 
coleopterological tradition, represent a 
stage beyond ours in the study of the 
fauna?—MetvitLeE H. Harca, Uni- 
versity of Washington. 


